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After the Berlin representatives of the Astern Po’.jors indicated that 
they would not talcs the Initiative in the Berlin crisis , representatives 
of the democratic parties, the Harriot rat, and the Western Sector police 
held a series of nestings between 22 and 23 July 1948, which resulted in 
a decision to attempt the legal removal of Police President Markgraf. 

This decision ms difficult since the denocratic politicians anticipated 
a s rong Russian reaction and a probable omen split bet*.jean the eastern 
and western parties of Berlin. Acting Lord Mayor Frau Schrader was 
finally convinced at the late Sunday night meeting of 25 July xrfLth Friedena- 
burg and Stadtrat Ernest Reutor that an open split is preferable to the 
fiction of unity through which the Soviets were continually -gaining by the 
gradual inroad on the privile os of the legal city administration. ’ 

Accordingly , at the press conference of 26 July, Friodensburg announced 
the suspension of Markgraf and appointed Stum to assume the Police Presi* 
denpy in his capacity of Vice President. Cause fbr the suspension was 
i-arLgraf’s n anti** social, anti-demo crat ic , and anti-Goman attitude coupled 
with a total lack of discipline. n Friedensburg also announced the insti- 
tution of cri m i nal , proceedings against Markgraf and the Soviet Sector Chi*** * 
of Police Seidel. 

The three ms torn military governments, notified but not consulted on the 
atove step, immediately approved suspension of Markgraf. The Soviet 
liaison officer stated that Friodensburg and the Hagistrat far exceeded 
their legal authority. 

In the late evening hours of 26 July General Kotikov sent a letter to Frau 
-chroder instructing her to transmit to the Police President an order to * 

a. Dismiss Dr. Stumra frara police service because of his conspiratorial 
activities to undermine the unity of the Berlin police. 
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Conduct an Investigation and' dismiss all susToected of baiay enemies 
of unity, 

-fern members of the Magintr-at t a specially Friedensburgj that their 
activities to undermine unity cannot ha tolorated-aigned Kotikovv 
"Military Commandant of the City of Be rlin" . 

The above will greatly contribute to a te rmina tion 
o.C oIiq fiction of s united Berlin. o Kdfcikoxrte dssifjna'bioi'i 
Commandant of Berlin" ®a used for the first time.) 
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